
                     Garland Bass Club Newsletter  

Brandy Branch Lake 

February 11th and 12th , 2017 

 
It’s February and I have already starting planting my garden! ( Don’t fret—it’s only 

onions and cabbage, which can handle the cold).  I know this warm weather is a trap by 
mother nature awaiting our tournaments.  I keep holding my breath waiting for the weather 
hammer to fall – knowing we haven’t escaped a single miserable event!  I await her fury as 
my firewood rots and the weeds and bugs abound with unlimited freedom and growth! 

Martin creek wasn’t all that bad, but then again it wasn’t all that good either!  The 
water was good on both sides and the weather was good on Saturday, but the rain cut loose 
on Sunday.  Off and on and off!  Giving me a chance to check out that rain suit I bought a 
few years back.  It worked but wore me out putting it on and taking it off all morning.  A lot of 
small fish were caught by everybody, and the general census by other clubs was the same.  
You could catch small fish on about anything, but the larger fish weren’t active all that well. 

As most of you who attended the outing, the HI-way patrol, sheriff’s office and game 
wardens were checking trailers for any violations and giving warnings/tickets to the drivers.  
So—the same could happen at Brandy Branch—time to get that license plate and lights 
fixed.  Might even give that registration sticker on the front of the boat a glance.  The game 
wardens may have been looking for vegetation hanging under the axil from some other lake. 

The top three fishermen were the only ones to weigh-in in the two digit figures.  
Congrats to Marvin, Dwayne and Reggie for placing first, second and third.  The average 
weights for  all fish was right at two pounds or less, Gary had big bass at 3.30lbs.   

For future reference, Optima batteries in Tatum are $223 ea. plus deposit and tax. 
This next outing is also a warm water lake and I think a cute one at that.  Only 

problem is that it is small and if any other clubs are on the lake at the same time—then the 
fish have been cast at.  Depending on this cold weather coming (40’s) they may be spawning 
like last year.  There is only one ramp at Brandy Branch and sometimes the wait can be 
frustrating, but with Martin Creek and others in the area being full—maybe the crowd will be 
small.  Still, a pretty little lake!  Per the schedule, the weigh-ins will be 4pm and 12am with 
legal fish times at 7am each day.  Please be in line when the weigh-in judge calls time!  Fish 
bags are encouraged!  The place where most of us are staying is the  Super 8 in Marshall 
(903-935-1184)  Might want to get several months reservations in place as things are starting 
to fill up already. 

The meeting is this coming Monday (2/06/2017) evening at the VFW where we have 
met the last few years, as our old VFW closed.  The address is 2180 Meridian Way, just off 
of castle drive.  I found it on google.  If you get lost—their phone number is 972-278-2858.   

Jerry will be mis-leading us this year as President and Marvin will be in charge of the 
Brandy Branch tournament.  There will be door prizes, refreshments, and plenty of friendship 
to go around.  And just in case Kent’s wife gets a chance to read this—the rumor of Kent 
buying a hundred dollars of door prize tickets was untrue (Marvin did!) ooops! 

 

 



Remember that all information about our tournaments, newsletters, rules, bylaws,  etc., can 
be found on our web site www.Garlandbassclub.com .  Put the website on your phone if you 
might have questions. Call Jerry if you have some changes you would like to see on the web 
site.  Take pictures of fish you will catch this year and let Jerry put them on our website. 
 (I never have any pictures for some reason!). 
 I feel privileged to be able to fish with the Garland Bass Club and watch my friends get 
older each year.  Maybe, some day, I might even beat a couple of them at weigh-in when I 
grow up!  But in the meantime, being on the lake and sharing the experience with friends 
keeps me going and makes me happy!  And being happy is all that matters at this point in 
life. 
Pat McLaughlin is recovering from knee replacement and is looking forward to Toledo Bend if 
he heals enough.  Reports from Toledo Bend are great at this time and the lake is in pretty 
good shape.  I have a prayer in to the fish gods to let this year be THE year at Toledo Bend. 

 

Life’s way too short to not visit with friends and fish when you can!  I’m just saying! 
Let’s have a great year, a safe year, and make a lot of memories together. 
Everyone love each other and I’ll leave the light on for ya!! 

“Uncle Butch”       unclebutch3@tx.rr.com  Cell  972-977-4481

(Last Month’s standings and a revised schedule are attached) 
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